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ETA Schulich Children’s Play
TREASURE ISLAND
BY ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON
ADAPTED BY NICOLAS BILLON
WORLD PREMIÈRE OF ADAPTATION COMMISSIONED BY THE 
STRATFORD FESTIVAL
DIRECTOR MITCHELL CUSHMAN

Grade recommendation
Suitable for Grade 4 and up

Student matinée dates
April 26; May 2, 9, 11, 16, 23, 26, 30; June 8, 13, 16, 22, 27, 
30; September 7, 12, 15, 19, 22, 28, 29; October 3, 5, 10, 13, 
19, 20

About the play
This is a new dramatization of the classic pirate yarn. 
Stevenson’s original novel grew out of an afternoon of 
map-making with his stepson, Lloyd, in Scotland.

Synopsis
A father reads Treasure Island to his son, James, and 
daughter, Bennett, at bedtime. Later, James dreams that he 
is Jim Hawkins in the story that unfolds.
 A sinister seafarer, Black Dog, arrives at the Admiral 
Benbow Inn, run by Fanny Hawkins and her son, Jim. He is 
looking for a former shipmate, Billy Bones. When Bones is 
confronted by Black Dog, a fi ght breaks out in which Billy is 
wounded. He is attended by Dr. Diana Livesey, who orders 
him to rest in bed.
 Almost immediately, another suspicious character – 
Blind Pew – arrives. Forcing Jim to take him to Billy, Pew 
delivers a piece of paper marked with a black spot: the 
pirates’ warning of imminent retribution. After Pew leaves, 
Billy collapses and dies of a heart attack. Investigating the 
contents of the sea chest at the foot of his bed, Jim and 
Fanny discover a treasure map.
 Suddenly, Pew and the other pirates burst into the inn 
and ransack Billy’s room at the inn. Jim and Fanny hide 
with the map until they are rescued by Dr. Livesey, Squire 
Trelawney and Trelawney’s servant, Hunter. Jim shows 
them the map, and Trelawney proposes that they charter a 
ship and fi nd the treasure themselves.
 At Bristol docks, Trelawney introduces Jim and Livesey 
to their ship’s cook: the one-legged Long John Silver. As 

their ship, the Hispaniola prepares to set sail, its skipper, 
Captain Smollett, voices his distrust of the crew. Then, 
at sea, Jim overhears Silver and other crew members 
planning to mutiny and seize the treasure. 
 With their island destination in view, Smollett, Livesey 
and Trelawney plan to send most of the crew ashore while 
they ensure control of the ship. To allay suspicion, Jim 
accompanies them – then runs off  into the forest. There he 
meets Ben Gunn, an ex-pirate who has been marooned on 
the island for three years but has now built a boat.
 Meanwhile, Smollett, Livesey and Trelawney, having 
failed to secure the Hispaniola, abandon ship and row 
to the island. They take refuge in a stockade, where Jim 
manages to join them. As they defend themselves against 
the pirates’ attacks, Jim heads back to the Hispaniola in 
Ben’s boat. Though wounded in a fi ght with one of the 
pirates still aboard, he succeeds in steering the ship to 
shore and beaching it.
 He returns to the stockade, only to fi nd that his 
companions have abandoned it and it has been taken over by 
the pirates. Jim’s death seems assured, but Silver – who now 
has the treasure map – insists he be kept alive as a hostage.
 After much searching, the pirates eventually fi nd the 
location of the treasure – but when they dig up the chest, it 
proves to contain nothing of value. The enraged pirates turn 
on Silver, only to be shot by Livesey, Trelawney and Smollett, 
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arriving in the nick of time. It transpires that Ben had already 
found the treasure and has been keeping it in her cave.
 As Silver bids farewell to Jim and Ben, the world of 
Treasure Island fades away, to be replaced by the bedroom 
of James and Bennett. It is morning, and their mother 
comes to wake them – and to reveal to the audience one 
last twist of the story.

Content advisory for students
Some violence

Curriculum connections and links
1. All grades: Language/English (Listening to Understand, 

Speaking to Communicate, Reading for Meaning)
2. All grades: Drama, Music, Visual Art
3. Grades 4–12: Health and PE (Healthy Living: Bullying, 

Abuse, Decision-Making, Emotional and Interpersonal 
Stresses, Development of Self)

4. Grade 11: Dynamics of Human Relationships (Personal 
Well-being; Self-Concept, Self-Esteem and Healthy 
Relationships; Making Decisions)

5. Grade 12: Human Development Throughout the Lifespan 
(Risk and Resilience; Factors Affecting Social-Emotional 
Development)

Themes and motifs
•	 Heroism vs. criminality
•	 Desire and greed
•	 Appearances
•	 Exploration
•	 Language and communications
•	 Youth and coming of age
•	 Friendship
•	 Search for role models
•	 Betrayal
•	 Duty
•	 The colour black

Enrichment
Study Guide available at stratfordfestival.ca/studyguides.

Prologues (interactive presentations on stage) at 11 a.m. 
before every student matinée except May 11, 30; June 27, 
30; September 7.

Private workshops and post-show chats may be arranged 
by calling the Education Department at 519.271.4040, 
ext. 2354.

Festival Theatre and Costume Warehouse tours may be 
arranged by calling the Box Office at 1.800.567.1600.

Additional classroom activities and ideas for engagement 
with the text can be found at stratfordfestival.ca/
teachingmaterials.
 

Let us take care of lunch!
Picnic lunches are available anytime but must be ordered 
two weeks in advance. Student deli lunch buffets 
are another option (subject to availability). For more 
information, ask the Groups and Schools Department when 
placing your ticket order.

Theatre etiquette
Please respect the actors and your fellow patrons. When 
the lights dim, it is time to be quiet and engage with the 
actors on stage. Be sure to turn off all mobile devices and 
refrain from texting, talking or eating, as this is disrespectful 
to the actors who are telling the story.
 Respond to what you see through laughter, tears, 
smiles, giggles or captivated silence. The actors feed off 
your presence and response to their work on stage. Don’t 
respond by talking to your neighbour; please wait until after 
the performance to discuss your thoughts.

*Tools for Teachers sponsored by

The Tools for Teachers program includes 
Prologues, Study Guides and Stratford Shorts 

Booking Information
Online
You can order your group tickets online at any time 
right from your desk. You can even select your seats! 
To start planning your trip, go to stratfordfestival.ca/
schools.

Email
groups@stratfordfestival.ca

Phone
1.800.567.1600 or 519.273.1600

Mail
Stratford Festival
Attn: Groups and Schools
P.O. Box 520
Stratford, ON   N5A 6V2

facebook.com/StratfordFestival
twitter.com/Stratfest
youtube.com/StratfordFestival

Support for the 2017 season of the Avon Theatre is generously 
provided by the Birmingham Family


